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[X ] Yeo Poon Miah [A]Ff/& 18 Boat Quay. Yeo
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_  BNREEHEERBAH Yeo Poon Seng, TEANF
U R R R 5 R, RIS
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LIST OF PRINCIPAL CHINESE FIRMS IN SINGAPORE. 142:

1461  LIST OF PRINCIPAL GHINESE FIRMS IN'S

S ey i AToiins. Trade in which engaéed. NAME OF Fm.u. e | ADDRESS. ‘ Trade in which-engaged.”
L = T S Y e 2 R
i ilke Merchants Siang Hup ... | Market St. ... | Merchant
Seng Watt & Co. ... | South Bridge Rd. | Silk Merchants ~ 2 i f o
Seng Lee ch):lm ) . gmlxﬁ (:2uny;t o } Merchant g::‘ 'lIT‘J;eg (’I}‘E;n IC)t}alc‘}lhgtSh ssei g;ga?ef;}aﬁer
Soh HUH'.{ uan ... b vobimson hvond ... ”» bl e oAl Pt
Sgng Kee Chuan & Co. . Market St. ... | Ship Chandlers g:“g EVM:’}& Co. %oui;h Bridge Rd. | gj‘lk ;lltlr'rchnnts
Song Nec Koh % (\J‘[aurl\'et&SL . Merchant So‘l‘lgﬂoe:g (;!l?:an Rgzl‘)in?ou:yl{mdm | Merchant
3 R ‘ross Street e ad... ey
goon (}){:ﬂ,%" éhnn y (_J:;::l er,:exfi g Song Kee Chuan & Co. ... | Market St. . | Ship Chandlers
s | Market S N T ey e Song Nee Koh ... | Market St. . | Merchant
Swee Cheng & Co. ... Market St. . | Ship Chandlers Soon Hho T C Stvcat
Tan Kim Tian & Son .. Princes St. | Merchants & Steam-ship Owners soon ,*0 yéh d Cross\ Rre:;- ?
Tan Lee Kee . | South Canal Rd.' Ship Chandler S:voel; tll‘:::g &aélo 3 Ma:m;et ge: 2 Ship"()handlers 3
Tan Choe . " . " . Aoy S ; " i %
y g J rikin Tan Kim Tian & So .. | Princes St. Merchants & Steam-ship Ownets
Tan Tye & Co. Beach Road Timber Merchants o 5 i :
Tian Yt;mln ‘ .. South Bridge Rd.  Merchant C{‘M ]é(:a Kee . | South Canal Rd. | Ship Chandler
Tiang Seng ... 3 sd al I{(:ml 9 gll‘oc\}(;’.ry Desler Tg,: T\')eofb Co. 3 ) Ben.::’h Road ... | Timber Merchants
:;m':,ggB,m:, Chans VAI{(;:J t\itl - AEEAnG Tian Yean ... { South Bridgg Rd. | Merchant
T(‘“: ‘T‘"i R M g ¥ Tiang Bee ... | Market St. ... | Ship Chandler
i i e Rl Teng Seng Guan .. ... | Teluk Ayer St. ... Merchant
Tong Sang ... South Bridge Rd. " T Teck Market St :
Ung Say Beng Suni Goojoo . Sago Manufacturer Tg:g S:u: il i’;h Brid RA 2
Wee Bin & Co. Market St. Mercllmé\ts Saggo Manufacturers Unngay i’}?ng % Sl(:ni Goujoge ; Sa.gt’)’ T %
A8 o > . & s Luzu!n-;slup (_)w""s We:z Bin & Co. . | Market St. . | Merchants, Sago Manufacturers, ™
Wee Teng Cheow & Co. High St. . | Sago Manufucturers [ Steam:ahin Owriors B BARES
Yeap Eug Teong & Co. ... Teluk Ayer St.... Merchants Wee Kim Yam | Teluk Ayer St Morchant P . ¢
e O r & H ay . £ s 4
Yeo Beng Chong ,& Lo- e EMF 9“ 2 St 2 Yeap Eng Teong & Co. ... | Teluk Ayer St..., | Merchants 5
Yeo Heny Moh &CC& ‘T‘”‘I"’%Og"; s Yeo Seng Chong &\Co. ... | Boat Quay X e
Yeo Tian Lye & Co. 4 A Bl i y Yeo Tian Lye & Col, | Malacea St. . | Merchants
Yeo Tiam Watt .. -+ 1 Kling St. -~ | Pearl Dealer Yeo Chip Moh .\  :¥| Syhagogue St. ...'| Rice Merchant
Yiap Heng Moh ... «o i Teluk Ayer ... | M”C]m'm,; Yeo Tiam Watt ...} Kling St. Pear] Dealer
Yiap Pye & Co. ... Market St. | Merchants YiapHeng Moh .| ... |Teluk Ayer | Mesratant
i puCinosbiunoay: Gor v «Peluleolipon prirluh, sl o8 Popian & Yiap Pye & Co. .| Market 8. .| Merchants i

Singapore and Straits Directory 1898 Singapore and Straits Directory 1899

The population in Singapore grew from under 100,000 in 1871 to over 400,000 in 1921.

Due to this rapid rise in population before the turn into the 20th century, the Straits
government saw the need to control the spread of diseases and improve the public health.
As such, the municipality was granted increasingly higher autonomy to manage the local
problems. 1856 started the appointment of Municipal Commissioners. Later locals were
invited to elect some of these commissioners. This Municipal Commissioners' election was
brought to a stop after 1912. Reviews had indicated a consistently low turnout - indicating
that locals were simply not interested in voting. It was also too difficult to ensure that
eligible voters' lists were too hard to keep complete or accurate before the election day,

hence rendering the effort largely wasted.

Our great-grandfather Yeo Poon Miah's name first appeared in 1887 in the electoral rolls
until 1912.

There were several dubious issues arising from the fifteen years (1887-1912) of entries in
the voters' lists. Every entry consists of a name, a residential address and an address of the
qualifying property, for which the qualified voters had either paid the rates or was an
occupier. From 1905 to 1912, the name Yeo Poon Meah appeared in the Central
constituency and was listed with a residential address, 18 Boat Quay. This turned out to be
the same residential address under which Yeo Poon Miah in the Tanjong Pagar constituency
was listed. Judging from their similar connections to Heng Moh, Chip Moh and the rests, Yeo
Poon Miah, Yeo Poon Meah and Yeo Poon Myah (mentioned in Arnold Wright's book), are
believed to be the different English names of our great-grandfather. Similarly, Yeo Cheng
Hai was found to have a different spelling on the voters' list: Yeo Cheng Hye. Yeo Poon Seng,

the father-in-law of the renowned Song Ong Siang, owned properties in no less than four
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out of the five constituencies, yet had their addresses listed on and off over the years. Does
that mean that Yeo Poon Seng did not pay his taxes on time every year?

Despite the inconsistencies, we are fortunate enough to have access to these 15 years of
voters' lists, which confirmed that Yeo Poon Miah had indeed been in Singapore during this
period of time. Furthermore, the various donations by him or his business partner, viz., to
Hengshan Pavilion in 1879, Chongwen Pavilion in 1887, and Cui Eng Free School in 1896,
were evidence of his entrepreneurial activities. All these information revealed that what he
had built in those years - the network and the goodwills - must have inspired our father, Yeo
Kheamp Joo, in the 1930's, to choose Singapore as the most promising place to raise his
family instead of the poverty-stricken hometown of Xiayang.

Indeed, before these discoveries, we sisters thought we were just the second-generation
Singaporeans, as straight and simple as many of our peers.
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