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Among the voters for the Municipal Commissioners' election in the Tanjong Pagar constituency at the turn of 20th
century in Singapore was great-grandfather Yeo Poon Miah. He owned a row of shop-houses with addresses no.
67/76 on Cross Street from 1897 until about 1913. In 1909, these houses were renumbered; No. 67 became 140 and
76 became 158 and so on. From the digitized photo maps from the National Archives, these 10 properties were
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located near the Club Street/China Street, with an area of between 1100 and1400 sq. ft. on each floor. Each was
likely to be a 2-3-storey building with a simple layout meant for either business or accommodation purpose. Old
photos on streets nearby, taken during the same period, provided an idea of the appearances of great-grandfather's
shop-houses and their surroundings. In 1975, the land was acquired by the Urban Redevelopment Authority and the
buildings were demolished. Today, Cross Street is a 5-lane one-way road.
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The ambience in the surrounding area is now
bright and clean. Towards Ann Siang Hill, on
the nearby Club Street and Gemmill Lane, an
alcove of bars and restaurants line up,
interspersed with modern-looking offices of
prestigious labels. Between the car park and
the main road, green lawn and wide pavement
soothe the pace and space. The beautification

of the area continues.
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