BHEERINEIEER

SFTIMRERBIERIA—DFiT . EBECHHE , RERT  AFEIRFIK
HENNHIRS. RENMERSKIIT 1848 &, (ZSEFELT |, 2l 1856 FhBLA
ETHEMERNEE | TEREBF TS , BEERIER. TERNHOXE
1887 FRIMBELH K. FrErFERPMERRITE (1856 F) , LURRAS#HAL
RE. FRET (1897 ) FIZMRIR (1900 5 ) #EIEZE.

1887 FE 1913 F , MEQEXBRN 1, AHEE 2, 9883 . F& 4, 18
& LIRS, g,

FARRIERERERER ? /RSt | B REEEXARIL , ZfHig 12.5
BRI |, BiE REEEXAEME 150 TTRIBEFEA DI FF. ARMAEN
BHE, 2. TR, BEEIEXS 2 RESEER , HhEFE 20 AL FREL

AL, 8tEF{E 480 JTELA L | HERTLASINEES | sl ITERIREA, 155871, BUF
AISEBIFER LA EIREREZ R,

o 1897F 11 B 19H, AXEBERZBEHE 11 W (—EYHF IS5 1MEF) , F
BEBEARE | TR 67/76 557 ; EMEUIANL Yeo Cheow Peng,

o 189859 H30H , AxEBEERRZEILE 121, PEEERSE , FHER L.

o 1898F 11 B 18 H , AHESIXERBEHE 1210, PEEHEGAE , 1FIER
E.

1898 & 3 AN RIEHAYZE—(UM Hugh Fort RIZERERIM,

BHEKRETE?
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52 CONTESTING SPACE

FIGURE 2.11
Municipal Electoral Wards, 1887-1913

IV. ROCHOR V. KALLANG

il TANGLIN

1. CENTRAL

|. TANJONG PAGAR

2mviles.

N

Municipal Notice.
Mid-day Herald, 8 March 1898, Page 3

Municipal Notice.
ALEX GENTLE,
President
Municipal Comwissioner
Mumicipal Office,
Singaore, st March, 1598,

'\TO’I’ICB is hereby  given that the
AV follewing person has been validly
nominated #8 Candidate for the election
of Manicipa! Commissioner for the Tan-
jong Pagar (No. 1) Ward of the
Singzapore Municipality to be beld on
Mouday the 9th Marcu 1898,

FOR TANJONG PAGAR WARD,

Nume in full, Abode.
Hugh Fort. 141, Orchard Rad.
Descr iption. Barrister-at.Jaw, Advocate
and Sohicitor, &c., &e.

Proposed by Thomas Scott Esq.. for
Tanjwmyg sear Dock Coy. Lrd.

Seconded by ¢ harles Stringer, Esq..
for the Now Hurbour Dock Coy, Led
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STRAITS SETLEMENTS GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, NOV. 19, 1897. 1817
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MUNICIPAL NOTICE.

The !’nllm\ ing _Iist «.pntaiqing the names of persons duly qualificd to vote for the
election of a Municipal Commissioner for No. 1 (Tanjong Pagar) \Ward of the Muni-

cipality of the Town of Singapore, is published in accordance with sections 13 and
8 o the Munieipal Ordinance No. XV of 1896 )
\W. EGERTON,
Deputyv President
MENECE A COMMISSIONFERS OFFICE,

Nengrnore

I_)'fl'[ .\(‘f/(”l/’:'l' !-\'4);

N ol \Voter

————— . —— 4

Adams, 1

\boobahar=ah
. "

lace ol \hode.

54 Grange Road

23 ;\ltnnlllc' Street
T 1 LSRN

Nature of
Qualiication.

Deseript'on of
Qualitying Property

Payvment ot Rates
Occupation

5.4 Grange | oud
23 Mosque Striset
o e CRm——D

Yeo Ulwow Phong

Chin Teng

{ hoo Lam

« Hong Ghee

»» Weng Chuan

w  KRong Team
Poon Miah

+ Hoon Scng
s Scvo Tan
» Heock Choon

. e

w leang Seng
3 Y

» Swee Tre

. Tong

Yeow Hong Tek
Yip Seng Tong

!
!
{7 Upr. Nankin St.
1o Nvil Road

15 Smith Streel

3 Cross Street

2 Sl;m]r_v Street

1 13-2 Craiz Road

I 24 Havelock Roud
I 5% Telok .'\yn-r S5t
i b2 Havelock Koad
| 15 Ann Siang Hill
12 Kerr Strect

| 28 Market Street

13 Upr. Naokin St

Joint Pavinent ol
Ratis

Pavment of Rates

Occupation

Payment of Rates |45 Smith Street

Occupation
Joiut Paymient of
Rates
Payment of Rates
"
Occupation
)

"

"
Joint Payment of
Rates
Zayment of Rates

n

S T T e T T

"i..‘ ;'- L rosss Stresd
32133 Duaxton Roead
10 Neil Road

1213 Pagoda Strect
93 Cross Street

670 Cross Street
i 2 Stanlev Street

: 51 ”:l\'-:im'L‘ Road
. 13-2 Craig Road

- 24 Havelork Road
3% Telok Ayer St
102 Havelock Koad
i 15 Aun Siang Hili

[ 14/15 Havclock Rd.
67 Smith Strect
27/28 Maosque St

When Singapore was still a part of the Straits Settlements, it had its own municipal
government, which was responsible for maintaining the public order and for taking care of
public roads, buildings and water-supply. The Singapore Municipal Committee was
established in 1848 by law, and was augmented over the years by legislative amendment.
Under the Municipal Act of 1856, the Municipal Commission was formed. While most
Commissioners were still appointed by the Straits Government, a number of Commissioners
were elected. The powers of the Commissioners were enlarged by the Municipal Ordinance

of 1887.
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Prominent Chinese community leaders were appointed as Commissioners. Tan Kim Seng, in
1856, was the first appointed member. Seah Liang Seah and Tan Jiak Kim were
Commissioners in 1897 and then Lee Choon Guan, in 1900.

The municipal Electoral Wards from 1887 to 1913, consisted of 5 electoral wards: 1. Tanjong
Pagar, 2. Central, 3. Tanglin, 4. Rochor, 5. Kallang.

“To qualify as a voter, one needed to be a male adult, and had paid a minimum of 12.5%
rate for property situated in the ward, or occupied for six months a house within the ward
of a minimum annual rateable value of $150. He could stand for election as a commissioner
if he was a British subject, spoke and read English, resided within the municipality or within
2 miles of its limits, and either have paid rates for the half year amounting to $S20 or above,
or occupied a house of annual rateable value of not less than $480.” [Reference]

The Government Gazette, published the list of qualified voters in Municipal Notices.
The following were found:

e November 19, 1897, Tanjong Pagar list runs 11 pages, with one page containing about
45 names.- Our Great-Grandfather Yeo Poon Miah appeared with qualification as a joint
rate payer (with Yeo Cheow Peng) for the property on 67/76 Cross street.

e September 30, 1898, Tanjong Pagar list runs 12 pages - Yeo Poon Miah appeared with
the same details;

e November 18, 1998, Tanjong Pagar list runs 12 pages - Yeo Poon Miah appeared with
the same details.

An English lawyer Hugh Fort was elected in the Municipal Election on March 9th, 1898.
Did Great-Grandfather go to the poll?
Reference:

Contesting Space in Colonial Singapore: Power Relations and the Urban Built Environment
by Brenda Yeoh, Chapter on The Municipal Authority of Singapore 1819 - 1930.

2016.03.17
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