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Name o Fren. “ox Abomess. | Trade in which engaged. Snnin
Siang Hu) . | Market St. . | Merchant 3
Sin Tng Ca,i . | Phillj St Tin Dealer
Sin Tye Chan | Cecil Cigar Dealer gL
Seng Watt & Co. South Bndge Rd. J Silk Merchants
gc;xggxm chl:n ot lRZOI‘t)c Qu”ll. ‘ Merchant
o Mo i, 196, Sonths Bedge Hood ong Chuan ... obinson Rond... % 7
Song Kee Chuan & Co. ... | Market St. .. | Ship Chandlers
- Song Nee Koh ... | Market St. . Meruhnnt
Fp Heng, 81, Toot Qoay Howt S, 177, "‘"‘;"" Soon Ho Tye & . | Cross Street 5 i
w Soon Guan Chan ... Canal Road ... 3
3o Tuat, 3, Boat Quay Swee Cheng & Co. ... Market St. . Shlp Chl.udlerl
Teug Sosn, 160, Markes bireet & ‘Tan Kim Tian & Son .. | Princes St. Merchants & Steam-ship Owners
Kim Goum, 24, Bost Qoay ‘I'an Tee Kee . .| South Canal Rd. | Ship Chandler
‘Hng Soon, 104, Market Stroet Tan Choe »
AR Tan Tre & Co. | Boach Rond gmé" Merchants .
4 Eovs Kite . Tian Yean ... ... | South Bridgg Rd. | Merchant
RNe g ), P 5 P Tiang Bee Vi | g =
S Kim Ho, 9, Boat Quay Teng Seng Guan ..o | Teluk Ayer St. .. | Merchant
Homg Guan, 106, Market Toug Teck ..o | Market St. Y
c Tong Sang ... | South Bridge Rd 5 s
=Y B BT -isimm il
ee Bin 0. .- arke! o - lerchan nu
79I Rim Guas, 8, Symagepie Birect Steam-ship wners & Bankers
O 2 » WeeKim Yam .. Teluk Ayer St. ... | Merchant %
. Kewa Hong, 55, Bynagoye St Yeap Eng Teong & Co. Teluk Ayer St.... | Merchants
Hong Gran, 8 Markt Sireee B Yeo Seng Chong &\Co. Boat Qua; "
A Yeo Tian Lye & Col, Malacca St. .. | Merchants
T P S, Yeo Chip Mob .\ Syhagogue St. .| Rice Merchant
: » ‘e Yeo 1;-{“-" w;zuh Y Kling 8. .. | Pearl Dealer - 5%
*M - | i i, 8, Coorpe’ Yiap Heng Mol v | Teluk Ayer Merchant t e
o B L, B AN Ao it Yiap Pye & Co. ... ... | Market in.“ Merchants

The 1880 Hong List with Heng Moh,
merchant, on page vii

Yeo Chip Moh on List of Principal
Chinese Firms in Singapore, 1898

“Yeo Heng Moh” shown on the Cui Eng
Schoo donors’ list on the 1896 stele

Photo taken at the stele erected in 1887 to
commemorate the rebuilding of Chong
Boon Pavilion, on January 06, 2016
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The Singapore Hong List ran a total of eighteen pages in the 1880's Singapore & Straits Directory. It
was introduced as a list that "will prove useful to Merchants and Foreign Residents generally". The
word "Hong" sounds more Cantonese and relates more to 'business' in Cantonese, to correspond to
the nature of those named in the List. In the List, almost all, if not all, of the names appeared to be
Hokkien or Teochew. The List thus supports the already-established history that Hokkien and
Teochew merchants dominated the businesses among the Singapore Chinese during the turn of the
century before the 20th.

Why was "Hong" used to entitle the list instead of "Hang", which is the correct English transliteration
of 'business' or 'profession' in Hokkien? It is likely that the term was copied from contemporary Hong
Kong directories as the colonial governments exchanged records and documents between the British
officials. One should not over-criticize them for not knowing the difference between "Hong" and
"Hang".

There are two entries of "Heng Moh" in this Hong List. The first appeared under the category of
'General Merchants' with an address at 5, Synagogue Street. The second appeared under the
category of 'Rice Merchants' with an address at 91 Upper Boat Quay.

Later, Heng Moh was listed as one of the Principal Chinese Firms in the Singapore & Straits Directory
for two sucessive years, in 1886 abd 1887.

Chong Boon Pavilion, first built in 1868 beside the Thian Hock Kheng on Telok Ayer Street, was the
first organised formal learning place for the larger Chinese community, as noted in written Singapore
history. A stele was erected in 1887 after the Pavilion's rebuilding to record the donors. Heng Moh
and Yeo Heng Moh, appeared in the donor list. Both were believed to be businesses partner-owned
by our Great-Grandfather Yeo Poon Myah. Earlier in 1879, Yeo Heng Moh had also answered call
to donate to the rebuilding of Heng San Teng Cemetry.

Between 1888 and 1896, Heng Moh did not appear in the list of Principal Chinese Firms. But the
stele erected in 1896 to list the donors for the building of Cui Eng School included the name of Yeo
Heng Moh with an amount of 100 silver dollars. Then in 1897, Yeo Heng Moh emerged as one of
the Principal Chinese Firms in the Singapore and Straits Directory. After that, from 1898 to 1907,
with the exception of 1905, Yeo Chip Moh, the business co-owned by Yeo Cheow Kaw (with
Singapore-based Yeo Cheng Hai) was present in the list in the Directory. The firm was noted to be
running a rice business. On the 1907 stele for the founding of the Beach Road Chinese Volunteer
Club, there was a record of 100 dollars donation from Yeo Chip Moh.

The above tracks and records were first obtained from the Singapore and Settlements Directory and
after, from a book by Chen and Tan. Our great-grandfather and grandfather's achievements are
humbled when compared with famous philanthropists such as Tan Tock Seng and Tan Kim Seng.
However, the discovery of their names in historical records gave us a deep sense of pride and
immense gratitude in knowing that they were among many of our pioneers had who had selflessly
and generously contributed to the community as and when they could in that early difficult period.

Of the three steles mentioned, with two in pictures in Chen and Tan's book, only one remains in
Singapore today. The founding stone for the Volunteer Club was known to have been destroyed.
The Cui Eng donation stele cannot be found.
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On January 6th 2016, third sister Kuan, cousin AyeAye, eldest sister Tin from Guangzhou, and | took
a picture in front of the stele, which fortunately remains in the garden of Chong Boon Pavilion, on
the right side of Thian Hock Kheng on Telok Ayer Street, nevertheless now occupied as the Singapore
Musical Box Museum.
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